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Abstract

Critical endangered Asiatic cheetah as the most charismatic carnivore of Iran, is the rarest felidae
in the country. The Asiatic cheetah prey selection in the Nayebandan Wildlife Refuge was studied
as the vastest protected area in Iran. We were collected all direct observations records of the cheetah
hunting in Nayebandan WR during 2001 to 2016. The prey selection by the cheetah is not
correlated only with the preys’ abundance and the results showed that predation by cheetah depends
on the abundance of the prey and habitat structure. Medium-sized ungulates especially wild sheep
are important in cheetah food habits. This study is important because of the fact that, identifying the
prey selection as one of the main dimensions of the species ecology very important to the Asiatic
cheetah conservation. Moreover, with the extinction of cheetah in the study area, this species will be
extinct in the last remained nucleus habitat in the centre of Iran.
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